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Environment and Compliance Adviser

Environment and compliance advisers make sure that work carried out by oil and gas companies complies with 
environmental regulations and targets, such as reducing air emissions or preventing oil leaks. 

They are also known as environmental compliance officers. 

The Work

You could be: 

 considering how activities carried out on a platform or rig will affect the environment 
 identifying and putting into practice initiatives which reduce pollution 
 getting permits, for example, to build subsea structures or oil platforms 
 collecting chemical data from different well operations, such as atmospheric emissions, chemical usage 

and discharge, oil discharge and waste figures 
 using spreadsheets and custom company software to organise collected data and making sure it is correct 
 interpreting data and creating technical reports for regulatory bodies  
 making sure the company’s systems comply with health, safety and environment (HSE) regulations 
 carrying out environmental audits both onshore and offshore 
 attending meetings about environmental compliance with external organisations, or incident 

investigations. 

Pay

Jobs are usually advertised as having a competitive salary, but starting salaries could be around £22,500 - £25,000, 
rising with experience.

Conditions

 You spend most of your time sitting at a computer in an office onshore. 
 You would sometimes travel by helicopter offshore to oil and gas platforms or oil rigs. It can be cold, wet 

and stormy in these environments. 
 Onshore, you work regular hours Monday to Friday.  
 When offshore you would wear protective clothing and safety equipment such as gloves, boots and a hard 

hat. 

Getting In

 Most entrants already have some experience in this industry before working in this role. 
 You’ll need a degree (SCQF Levels 9-11) in a relevant subject, such as engineering, chemistry, 

environmental science or management, geology or another related subject. 
 Entry requirements for science degree courses are normally 4-5 Highers including Maths and Physics, plus 

English, Maths and Chemistry or Physics at National 5. 
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 You could study for a postgraduate degree (SCQF Level 11) in environmental sustainability. 

Environment and compliance advisers work mostly for oil and gas companies and renewable energy companies. 
Jobs are usually advertised on specialist sites such as Oil and Gas Job Search and Energyjobline. 

What Does It Take

You need to have: 

 a passion for the environment 
 excellent IT skills 
 excellent written and verbal communication skills 
 leadership skills 
 good decision-making skills. 

You need the ability to: 

 come up with innovative ideas 
 analyse and process data 
 deal with constantly changing priorities 
 work as part of a team and alone. 

Training

 You would receive on the job training. 
 You need to keep up to date with offshore and onshore laws and regulations. 

Getting On

After some years in the job, you could work up to being an environment and compliance manager.

More Information

You can find out more information about careers in the energy sector at the My Energy Future website.

Contacts

Offshore Energies UK (OEUK)
Email: info@oeuk.org.uk
Website: oeuk.org.uk
X: @OEUK_
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OffshoreEnergiesUK

OPITO - My Energy Future
Tel: 01224 787800
Email: reception@opito.com
Website: www.opito.com/future-skills/my-energy-future
X: @OPITOGlobal
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OPITOglobal
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SPE Aberdeen
Email: info@spe-uk.org
Website: www.spe-aberdeen.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/SPE.Aberdeen
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Statistics

LMI data powered by LMI for All

Past Unemployment - Scotland

No Claimant statistics available for Scotland.

LMI data powered by Lightcast
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