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Environmental Geoscience

University of Edinburgh

Venues

King's Buildings Campus

Content

How does the environment work? Environmental geoscience is the study of processes within, and interactions 
between, the atmosphere, ocean and the solid Earth that determine the habitability of the planet. The subject 
covers natural processes that have been modifying the planet over its entire history, but with a strong focus on 
understanding the modern system and how it has been affected by human activities.

Environmental geoscience students develop key observational and analytical skills that enable them to address 
fundamental questions about the functioning of the Earth system such as: What were the drivers of climate 
change in the Earth’s past and how will these processes change in the future? What are the impacts of changing 
nutrient cycling and pollution on the sustainability of marine ecosystems? How can we safely manage the use of 
energy and materials resources to ensure the continued functioning of modern society?

You will develop key analytical and observational skills and cover core topics in modern earth science. A strong 
emphasis is placed on field skills, with residential trips to the Lake District, Jamaica, and north-west Scotland, as 
well as numerous one-day trips throughout (the location of field courses may change as our course content adapts 
to changing teaching needs, and student feedback).

You will also gain a range of transferable skills, including: written and oral reports; critical analysis and 
interpretation of data; group working and, as the programme progresses, the ability to manage project work, and 
research, independently.

Start Date

September

Qualification

Degree

Study Method

Full time

Award Title

BSc Hons

UCAS Code
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F630

Course Length

4 years

Faculty

College of Science and Engineering

Department

Geosciences

Entry Requirements

2026 entry requirements

Standard entry:
4 Highers at ABBB (first sitting) or AAAB (two sittings) including 2 from Maths*, Biology*, Chemistry*, Environmental Science, 
Geography and Physics* plus National 5 Maths at A and English at C. (*At least one is required)

For second year entry you would require the above plus Advanced Higher Maths and two from Biology, Chemistry, Geography 
and Physics at AAB.

Widening Access entry:
4 Highers at ABBB (two sittings) including 2 from Maths*, Biology*, Chemistry*, Environmental Science, Geography and 
Physics* plus National 5 Maths at A and English at C. (*At least one is required).  BBB must be achieved in one sitting.

SCQF Level

10

Progression Routes

«ProgressionRoutes»

Combination Courses

«htmlCombinationCourse» «htmlCombinationUCASCode»

Address

Old College
South Bridge
Edinburgh
City of Edinburgh
EH8 9YL

Website

www.ed.ac.uk


