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National 5 Geography (Course Code: C833 75)
SCQF Level 5 (24 Credit Points)

Why study Geography?
This course is designed to enable you to use geographical analysis to develop a detailed understanding of
important aspects of the contemporary world. This involves studying the ways that people and the environment
interact and examining the environmental issues that arise in a rapidly changing world. Throughout the course you
will have the opportunity to develop a wide range of skills including research, evaluation and presentation, IT,
mapping and statistics.
The skills you learn in Geography are valuable in a wide range of career sectors, including: working with
development or aid agencies, environmental work, working for the census office and in tourism and leisure.

What do I need to get in?
Entry is at the discretion of the school or college but you would normally have achieved:



National 4 Geography
National 4 Environmental Science

What will I study?
You will study the features of the earth – such as mountains, rivers and seas – and how they were formed. You will
learn how to use a range of equipment and techniques such as map reading, data collection, ICT and problem
solving. You will find out about cultures and backgrounds of people from all over the world. There will be
opportunities for practical activities, including fieldwork.
The course comprises three areas of study.
Physical Environments
You will study:



location of landscape type, formation of key landscape features, land use management and sustainability,
and weather
a selection of landscape types from contexts within Scotland and/or the UK. Landscape types are chosen
from: glaciated upland, upland limestone, coastal landscapes, and rivers and their valleys.

Human Environments
You will:



compare developed and developing countries drawn from a global context
learn about contrasts in development, world population distribution and change, and issues in changing
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urban and rural landscapes.
Global Issues
You will learn about:


climate change, natural regions, environmental hazards, trade and globalisation, tourism, and health.

How will I be assessed?
Course Assessment
The course assessment has two components totalling 100 marks:



Component 1: question paper – worth 80 marks (consists of 3 sections; Section 1 worth 30 marks, Section
2 worth 30 marks and Section 3 worth 20 marks)
Component 2: assignment – worth 20 marks.

For the assignment component, you will be asked to research a geographical issue and produce a report on your
findings.
Both the assignment component and question paper will be set and externally marked by the Scottish
Qualifications Authority (SQA).
The grade awarded is based on the total marks achieved across all course assessment components.
The course assessment is graded A-D.

Study Materials







SQA Past Papers Geography National 5
SQA Specimen Paper Geography National 5 (Question Paper)
SQA Specimen Paper Geography National 5 (Map Item A)
SQA Specimen Paper Geography National 5 (Map Item B)
SQA Understanding Standards Geography
BBC Bitesize National 5 Geography

What can I go on to next?
If you complete the course successfully, it may lead to:



Higher Geography
Higher Environmental Science

Further study, training or employment in:



Animals, Land and Environment
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Town and Regional Planning
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